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EXTRACTS FROM THE SIXTY-SECOND 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, 


The Managers of the American Bible Society 
meet their constituents, at the close of the sixty- 
second year of its history, with no ordinary feel- 
ings of gratitude. They have usually been under 
the necessity of announcing the decease of several 
revered officers and associates; but now they are 
permitted to record, that not one of the constituted 
guardians of the Society has been removed by 
death since our last Anniversary.* 


our own continent, and. much also in the old 
world, to impress the Managers more profoundly 
than ever before with the vast importance of the 
trust committed to their oversight. In all the-con- 
 flicts and upheavals of human society, the worth 
_ of the Bible becomes more evident. Especially is 
it more and more clear, as each year passes, that 
written word of God is chiefly to be prized 
ise it bears a message of mercy to the lost. 

. of the world are often pronounced in their 
of the practical wisdom of the Bible; men 
are fascinated by the unparalleled sub- 
Job, of David, and of Isaiah, or equally 
by the characteristic simplicity of the 
1 narratives. The student of history freely 
sses that the revealed word is the most potent 
encies which have co-operated to pro- 
h fruits of modern civilization. The 
Bible accepts all this and is made 
does not forget that, whatever 
d in this sacred volume, they do 
real character, until they dis- 
where, in its law, its history, 


Very much has occurred during the year upon. 


‘|in West Virginia, two in Iowa, two in Missouri. 


and that the revealed word produces its glorious 
results, not by elevating a whole community in a 
mass to a higher plane, but by addressing the 
individual conscience. It has a promise of satis- 
faction for every want, a soothing word for every 
sorrow, a gift of power for every form of weakness 
incident to the personal history of every child of 
man. Thus, in the apostolic age, at the time of 
the Reformation, in the great religious movement 
under Wesley and Whitefield, the word proved 
itself a power to win and save the multitudes, 
because the preachers and teachers of those brilliant 
periods were accustomed, in a marked degree, to 
speak to men as standing singly under the eye of 
God. , 
-  _—-~—"NEW VICE PRESIDENTS. 

The Board of Managers have elected as Vice 
Presidents the Hon. La Fayette 8. Foster, of 
Connecticut, and Robert Carter, Esq., of New 
York. 

NEW AUXILIARIES. 


While the Managers have always been ready to 
recognize as auxiliary any society giving fair 
promise of permanence and efficiency, it has not 
seemed wise to encourage organizations whose 
existence would be merely nominal. But the pur- 
pose of the Board to circulate its publications 
through the regular channels of trade, and so to 
put them within the reach of all who desire to 
purchase, obviates the necessity of supplying 
auxiliaries with a large assortment of books for 
sale, and opens the way in future for the enroll- 
ment of any society which undertakes the collec- 
tion of funds within its district and_the supply of 
the destitute with the Scriptures. Of the thirteen 
auxiliaries recognized during the year, three were 
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and one each in Connecticut, Indiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Texas, and Wisconsin. eB a Ns sy 
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s thought desirable to: secure. 
| that, in years to come, man 
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of the Bible, illustrating the progress of translation 
and the history of the printed Book, will find a 
place of permanent deposit by the side of the many 
valuable volumes already gathered in this Library. 
The Appendix contains the list of those added 
last year—ninety-three in number. 


TRANSLATIONS AND REVISIONS. 


For many reasons the work of rendering the 
Seriptures into new languages involves a slow and 
long process. The number of men qualified in all 
respects to be translators is very small, and the 
missionaries in foreign lands, on whom, as a rule, 
the responsibility for this work must rest, are 
constantly met by demands for other kinds of 
effort, more immediately connected with the build- 
ing up of Christian institutions. As usual, the 
past year was not marked by any very rapid ad- 
vance toward the completion of versions, in the 
publication of which the Society has an immediate 
concern; but partly at its direct expense, and partly 
at the expense of others, some work of translation 
and revision has been accomplished. The Com- 
mittee at Yokohama have carried through the 
press the Acts and some of the Epistles in 
Japanese, and jook forward to the completion of 
the New Testament within the ensuing twelve 
months. The Gospel of Matthew has also been re- 
printed with some typographical peculiarities, to 
adapt it especially to common readers. The Com- 
mittee at Constantinople, engaged in preparing a 
standard Turkish edition, have reached Ezekiel in 
their revision, and have printed more than half the 
Old Testament. The venerable Dr. Schauffler since 
his return to the United States has devoted four 
months to the revision of his manuscript copy of 
the Turkish Bible. In Dakota, the work of Dr. 
Riggs and Dr. Williamson includes the completed 
version of I. and II. Kings, Esther, and Job. In 
Muskokee, the book of Acts is said to be nearly 
ready for the press. The American missionaries in 
Brazil, being thoroughly dissatisfied with all the 
Portuguese versions, have made some attempts to 
get a new translation and have printed tentatively 
the Epistles of Peter. At the Gaboon Mission the 
revision of the Mpongwe New Testament and parts 
of the Old Testament are nearly ready for publica- 
tion, and in South Africa, the missionaries of 
the American Board have revised the Zulu New 
Testament, and have an edition of 5,000 copies in 
press. In China some progress has been made in 
the revision of the Bridgman and Culbertson ver- 
sion, as well as in the Shanghai and Foochow 
Colloquials. 

The renewal of discussions in China respecting 
the proper word to be used to denote the name of 
the Supreme Being, has led to the consideration of 
the question by. the Committée on Versions-whether 
any new expression of opinion upon this matter is 
called for at the present time. The report of the 
Committee, approved by the Board in January 
last, took the ground that while the term T’ien- 
chu, which was preferred by the Committee which 
prepared a report in 1867, is preferable to any other, 
yet in the present state of opinion among the mis- 
sionaries and translators, unanimity on this point 
seems at present to be impossible ; and that there- 
fore, it is inexpedient to take any action requiring 
that T’ien-chu should be used in all translations 
made in whole 
American Bible Society, 
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In this connection, it is a matter of interest to | 


mention the remarkable fact that a firm of native 
ee ‘publishers in Japan have expressed a 
desire to 


or.in part at the expense of the’ 


participate in the publication of the 
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gratitude, the fact that they have been able 
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Scriptures for their own countrymen, and have 
asked and received permission from the Board of 
Managers to issue a pocket edition of the Japan- 
ese New Testament, with chapter headings and 
references, in a style and at a price which will not 
interfere with the circulation of the Society’s 
editions. That at so early a period in the develop- 
ment of the new life of the nation, such an 
enterprise should be undertaken by its own people, 
is a cause for profound thanksgiving and con- 
gratulation, 


NEW BOOKS. 


Besides the books printed at the Bible House, 
various editions of Scriptures have been printed at 
the Society’s expense in foreign lands, among 
which the following deserve mention : 

At Constantinople, in Turkish, Arabic letter, 2,000 Testaments 
and 8,000 Portions—Armenian letter, 3,000 Testaments ; in 
Armenian, 1,020 Bibles, 6,500 Portions ; in Hebrew-Spanish, 
8,000 Portions. 

At Beirut, in Arabic, 2,022 Bibles, 4,126 Test’s, 2,160 Portions. 

At Berlin, 20,000 Reval-Ksthonian Bibles, 

At Paris, 5,000 New Testaments, 25,000 Portions. 

At Stockholm, 10,000 Swedish Testaments and Portions. 

At Bremen, 8,300 German Bibles, 6,600 Test’s, 4,400 Portions. 

At Lodiana, 4,000 Urdu Gospels and Acts. 

At Peking, 3,000 Psalms and 8,000 Gospels in Mandarin. 

At Shanghai, 2,000 Psalms in Mandarin, and 57,000 Portions of 
the New Testament. 

At Lucknow, 12,000 Urdu Portions. 

At Yokoliama, 38,150 Portions of the New Testament. 


In accordance with instructions given to Dr._ 
Gulick, the portions of the New Testament printed 
at Yokohama during the past two years have been 
shared with the agents of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society and the National Bible Society of 
Scotland, with the agreement that uniformity of 
price should be observed in disposing of them 
among the people. 

SALES. 


It is a fact well understood by the members 
and friends of the Society, that the Bible Society 
neither has nor desires to have a monopoly of the 
business of making and selling the Scriptures, and 
that, from the first, its efforts have been chiefly di- 
rected toward providing the Bible for those who 
would otherwise be without it. The supply of 
the country with Bibles containing notes, indexes, 
pictures, maps, and other addenda, has been left 
entirely to individual publishers, or to societies 
whose relations to the public allowed them to 
make and sell such books at a profit. The Amer- 
ican Bible Society is limited to the circulation of 
the Holy Scriptures without note or comment; and 
it has an ample field for usefulness without violating 
this fundamental principle, which has been and is - 
the bond of union among its members. — 

It is gratifying to note that the number of vol- 
umes sold at the Bible House is in excess of the = 
preceding year, although at the reduced prices the 
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value is somewhat less. ~ 
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The Board would record, with feelings of devout. 


only to continue, but even to extend, the ben 
lent work of the Society, making a wider dis 
tion of the Scriptures to the poor 
in almost any former year in the Soci 
The gratuitous work is presented in 
rs Sb pote? i ay Rs 
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$28,270 00 

8,763 09 
. 11,545 38 
89,832 90 


Salaries of District Superintendents............ 
Expenses for travelling, printing, freight, etc.. 
Salaries and expenses of colporteurs............ 
Cash payments for Bible work in foreign lands 
Bible Society Record, net expense.,...$8,465 84 
Annual Report and other printed matter 2,929 19 


6,895 08 

16,094 61 
$259,518 19 

The appropriations of money for the publication, 
purchase, and distribution of the Scriptures in for- 
eign lands have been distributed as follows : 


Grant of property, ete., at Befrut............... 


To the agency in Turkey and the Levant....... $33,792 70 
— me in China and Japan............... 10,467 18 
ae ~ REL PUMEMMT no Lk vata kete cc ch 6,687 97 
* < in Brazil.... 6,081 12 
= a in Uruguay 4,673 12 
TBE i Ss ce aias SES RNS NCES SRR Chien eOes UK «swe 4,00000. 
gh ES a ee ee coe 381 40 
« Germany and Switzerland. .............e0.008 9,332 65 
POUL IUS Ce a es ep cece se ehceeccccc cece tbucecenter 1,498 00 
te AE, CONS Sc 1,150 00 
MOWERS sek. (55. MEIER oe eR 8,380 95 
* India and Slam cseel) . 302 wet smnte ess 1,918 27 
SS. Flaw allem TALARGS. aiciwrees siiass ccnedeesth cradioe 2,294 62 
by eee ree ee 2,247 00 
PEIN BNC SAMAR. Suc vane ccc csccteudet scyetence 2,365 62 
pe ety oy oe oni Se 2,667 80 


Besides grants of money for expenditure in for- 
eign lands, very numerous donations of Bibles and 
Testaments have been made to missionary societies 
and benevolent organizations of various kinds, and 
to individuals, for distribution among the needy at 
home and abroad. The total number of books sent 
from the Bible House as donations the past year 
were 232,229, which is more than one-third of the 
entire issues from our depository. 


OUR HOME FIELD. 
Although, as will appear from other parts of this 
Report, the work of this Society extends to many 
lands, and is increasing year by year as the king- 
dom of Christ advances, yet the wants of our own 
land receive the special and careful consideration 
of the Board of Managers. 


Before this Society had closed its second decade | 


the work which it had undertaken appeared so sim- 
ple, that some of its friends supposed that it would 
be entirely practicable, within a brief period, to 
provide every family in the world with a Bible. 
‘While we admire the faith of those who were ready 
to devise such liberal things, we are surprised that 
they did not attach greater weight to the many 
obstacles in the way of placing a Bible in every 
home. Nearly half a century has passed away 
since the fond dream was honestly cherished, and 
this stupendous scheme confidently advocated. 
The Bible has been translated into languages which 
had then never been reduced to writing, and which 
were hardly known. Bibles have been multiplied 
almost like the leaves of the forest. This Society 
alone has issued nearly thirty-five million copies 
of the Scriptures, and yet we have to record that 
thousands of families among our nome population 
are still destitute, and the problem as to the best 
method of searching them out and supplying them 
still confronts the Board. As light is obtained, new 
measures are inaugurated to supplement the old, in 
order that the Bible may be made more accessible 
to the » le in all parts of this vast and as yet 
sparsely settled country. 2 

: fe barr this Society was organized eighteen States 
comprised the Union, and the population was then 


only ‘9,633,000. But we had thirty-seven States 


twelve Territories at the last census, and a 
pul of 38,565,778, composed of all the na- 
of Europe, scattered over an area of 


1, 482 square miles, 
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It is an easy matter to canvass cities and villages, 


| or to open depositories in them, from which those 


who desire to possess the Scriptures may supply 
themselves ; but only a comparatively small por- 
tion of our population reside in cities and villages, 
so that the majority of the people are unreached by 


| local societies centering in the large towns. 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


There ‘are now about two thousand auxiliaries 
upon our roll, some of which were in existence as 
independent organizations before this Society was 
founded. Many of the auxiliaries have not only 
supplied the wants of their own fields but have 
also sent generous contributions to the Parent So- 
ciety, to assist it in carrying on its home and for- 
eign work. The Board desire to cherish these 
local societies, and still rely upon them as the 
chief instrumentality for distributing their publica- 
tions to the destitute, and for collecting funds for 
the general work. 

The enlargement of the fields of District Super- 
intendents has given increased responsibility to the 
officers of auxiliaries, and it is gratifying to see 
the spirit with which this responsibility has been 
assumed. It is still necessary, however, that the 
Society should have its representatives in different 
parts of the country to look after the feeble auxil- 
iaries, and organize and supervise plans for the sys- 
tematic supply of the needy. 


REDUCTION IN AGENCY EXPENSES. 


The Board would call the special attention of the 
Society and its friends to the reduction in the ex- 
pense for supervision which was commenced some 
years ago. Our entire agency expense for the past 
year amounts to only $28,270 for the salaries of 
District Superintendents, and $8,763 69 for their 


expenses, which include not only travelling and 


printing, but also a considerable amount paid as 
freight on books consigned to them for colportage 
work. This reduces our agency expense to consid- 
erably less than one-half the average amount of 
expenditure in this department for the last twenty 
years. 

COLPORTAGE WORK. 


While careful to reduce the expense of super- 
vision as far as possible without impairing the 
efficiency of the system, the Board have gladly ex- 
panded the work in another direction. ‘ 

It was very evident that, admirably adapted as 
active and efficient local organizations are to reach. 
and supply the destitute within their own bounds, 
there were many auxiliaries which had only a nomi- 
nal existence. Year after year passed away with- 
out any systematized efforts being made by them 
to thoroughly canvass their territory. Not infre- 
quently applications would come from individuals 
interested in- Bible work for grants of books to 
supply the destitute in towns where these societies 
kept their depositories. Their existence even was 
unknown to the leading men in their own field. 
As repeated efforts failed to lead them to undertake 
the work for which they were organized, the Board 
felt that their neglect should not stand in the way 
of the supply of the people with the Bible. 

The District Superintendents were instructed, 
wherever the local societies could not be depended 
upon for the thorough canvass of their fields, to 
employ colporteurs to do this much needed and 
in many cases long neglected work. These col- 
porteurs have been employed in the most desti- 
tute and neglected portions of the following States: 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, North and South Carolina, 
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Tennessee, Texas, and West Virginia, The Mem- 
phis and Shelby County Bible Society, in West- 
ern Tennessee and Northern Mississippi, has been 
prosecuting this work in behalf of this Society 
with books donated to them for the purpose. 

The Virginia Bible Society has continued the 
canvass of their State by colporteurs, and in their 
annual report thus acknowledge their obligations 
to the Parent Society : ‘‘It has been owing to the 
munificent benefaction of the American Bible Soci- 
ety that the board has been able to press forward 
the canvass and supply of the State.” 

The Southwestern Bible Society has also been 
supplied with large donations of books for the 
same purpose, and has a large number of colport- 
eurs now at work. 

To our own District Superintendents, for col- 
portage work, 57,631 copies of Scriptures were 
entrusted during the year, and to the societies 
mentioned above, 27,912 copies ; making a total of 
85,543 copies. 

RESULTS. 


We are happy to be able to record that, notwith- 
standing the adverse circumstances in which these 
plans have been inaugurated, arising from the con- 
tinued depression in business throughout the entire 
country, the results prove their wisdom, as will ap- 
pear from the following summary of the auxiliary 
and colportage work of the year : 

Number of auxiliaries reporting................cerseeeeees 


“ “ 


955 
engaged in the canvass of their fields 196 


By Aux’s. By Colp’s A,B.S. Total. 


Families visited. ji.....cc.sieeeb awe 348,895 81,317 429,712 

** found withouttheScriptures 42,665 20,020 62,685, 
Destitute families supplied......... 31,925 14,892 46,317 
Individuals supplied in addition..,. 12,592 6,587 19,179 
Sabbath and other schools supplied TTT 10 487 


In this statement, we include as colportage work 
only so much as was actually done by colporteurs’ 
employed directly at the expense of the American 
Bible Society, and labouring under the supervision 
of its District Superintendents. 

We would also, in this connection, call attention 
to the increase in the contributions from individu- 
als and churches, as one of the direct results of the 
modifications adopted by the Board. The net gain 
is not merely the excess in donations over the pre- 
yious year, but to that amount should also be added 
the saving in the expenditure for supervision, as the 
salaries of District Superintendents are, of course, 
a tax upon the general contributions made to the 
Society. 

NEW MEASURES, 


While the Managers have thus continued to avail 
themselves of every possible channel for distrib- 
uting the benefactions of this Society, and recognize 
the binding authority of the Saviour’s declaration, 
‘The poor ye have always with you,” they are also 
impressed with the fact that a thorough exploration 
of any portion of our country creates an increased 
demand for the Scriptures. It is in their judgment 
no unimportant part of the work of this Society to 
supply, as far as possible, this demand, so that all 


who prefer its publications shall be able to provide 


themselves and their children with Bibles and Test- 


aments bearing the Society’s imprint as a guarantee. 


of accuracy. 

While colportage carries the word of God to the 
homes of the people in sparsely settled portions of 
our country, and is necessary for the speedy supply 
of the most destitute, and\while our auxiliaries 
scattered all over the land bring the Bible within 
the reach of many who would otherwise remain 
unsupplied, yet these combined agencies are by no 


| China by the Rev. Luther H. Gulick 
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means adequate for the permanent supply of our 
home field. Two thousand auxiliaries with their 
branches cannot afford the people that ready access 
to stocks of books from which they can supply 
themselves by purchase. 

Whatever considerations may have formerly de- 
terred the Society from seeking to promote a wider 
circulation of the Scriptures through the agency of 
those engaged in the sale of other books, the time 
seems now to have come when efforts should be 
made to have the Bible Society’s publications sold 
wherever purchasers can ‘be found, and the Board 
af Managers have consequently decided to use the 
channels of trade for placing the publications of 
the Society within reach of all who may desire to 
purchase them, and to adopt such ordinary business 
methods as may be practicable for conducting vig- 
orously and wisely this department of their work— 
rearranging the prices of their books so that the 
sale of the better class shall make no draft on the 
benevolent funds of the Society. 

The practical working of these plans will relieve 
the auxiliaries in some measure from the necessity 
of keeping a general assortment of books, and will 
enable them. to devote their chief energies to 
provision for the supply of the destitute. Still, 
sales will be made to auxiliaries when their 
orders are accompanied by cash. This limitation 
is necessary in view of the reduction in the number 
of our District Superintendents, which makes it 
impossible for them, with their other duties, to 
visit every auxiliary once a year for the purpose 
of adjusting its accounts. We are sure the Society 
will approve this important measure, and the aux- 
iliaries recognize its wisdom and necessity. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS, 


The number of District Superintendents employ- 
ed during the past year was only eighteen, and the 
same number has been commissioned for the next 
fiscal year; the only changes being the appointment 


of the Rev. J. S. Willbanks to the superintendence 


of the work in Arkansas, and the discontinuance of 
the New England agency. 

It will be the plan of the Corresponding Secreta- 
ries at the Bible House to maintain such relations 
with the auxiliaries in New England and New 
York, as will obviate the necessity of any interme- 
diate agency. aS 


GENERAL VIEW OF OPERATIONS IN OTHER LANDS. 


Although the statistics of distribution in foreign 
lands are, as usual, lacking in completeness, it is 


gratifying to mark a steady demand fer the Scrip- . 
tures in the countries where the arrangements for ee 
distribution are best organized. The aggregate cir- 


culation reported falls short of that given in the 
sixty-first Annual Report, the greater part of the 
decrease being in the Chinese empire, arly: s 
The foreign agencies have been unchanged, ex- - 

cept that in Constantinople Dr. Isaac’G. Bliss has , 
been joined by his son, the Rev. Edwin M. B 
He has also had the continued aid of the Rev. | 
Kalopothakes, of Athens, Rev. 8. C. Ewin: 
Alexandria, and Rev. E. R. Lewis, M. D., of B 
In St. Petersburg, Mr. George H. Prince h 
taken the oversight of the Esthonian 
the Society has been represented in 


by the Rey. A. L. Blackford, and 
Andrew M. Milne. To the missiona 
societies thanks are due for 
sel. One hundred and ten 1 
having been engaged as Bi 
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No. of Books. 62d Year. | 6Ist Year, |60th Year.| 59th Year. 
Printed abroad— | | 
Bible@s............. 80,220 19,929 12,903 | 16,665 
Testament 33,261 | 74,425 | 25,430 47,648 
Portions ......... 170,427 | 183,893 | 189,874 89,025 
NENG sae cintvan' 233,908 278,247 177,707 153,338 
— = a = ey oe ee 
Purchased abroad | | | 
B33.) Sai | 1,962 4,791 5,648 | 38,565 
Testaments... 5,648 14,410 | 9,304 | 8,322 
Portions ......... | 10,368 | 16,780 8,781 | 12,464 
Total. :...0AR. 17,978 85,981 23,783 24,351 
Issued abroad— | ee fe ton aed 
Bibles..............] 15,222 | 15,019 13,198 15,195 
Test’s & Parts) 178,871 244,311 152,636 | 185,022 
Totalsicis. 193,593 259,330 165,829 200,217 
Sent abroad,......... 20,231 32,581 20,715 22,531 
Total circulation.| 213,824 | 276,892 186,544 222,748 
CashRemittances| | CS Fae 
to foreign lands $89,932 90 | $78,655 00 | $81,359 77 | $69,441 33 
CONCLUSION, 


The Managers thus present, in epitome, the his- 
tory of their work for another year. Grateful for 
what has been already accomplished, they are by 
no means disposed to be less active in the days to 
come. Millions of copies of the Holy Scriptures 
ways been spread abroad, but the work seems only 

egun. 

Cheered by the promises of the Book itself, con- 
cerning the ultimate illumination of all nations of 
the earth by the light of Revelation, and resolved, 
in the strength of Him who inspired the sacred 
word, to maintain a cheerful trust in the face of all 
opposing forces, your Board submit their Report 
to the members and friends of the Society, inviting 
their continued and cordial co-operation in the 
work of a new year. 


Foreign Department, 


TRIP UP THE YANGTZE RIVER. 


_ YoxKoHAMA, March 14, 1878, 


DraR BrorHer :—I left Shanghai on the 9th 
of January for Nanking, Kiukiang, and Hankow, 
on thé Yangtze River, wishing to put myself in 
more complete communication with the mission- 
aries, and to acquaint myself with the possibilities 
of prosecuting Bible work in this-opened, and still 
opening region. <A trip up the Yangtze in mid- 
winter is not a pleasure trip, though one of great 
interest. Voyaging on the river is accomplished 
in large steamboats, modelled after those which 
run on American rivers. In winter there are but 
few foreign travellers, but as the Chinese New 
Year approaches—it came this year on the 2d of 
February—many Chinese avail themselves of the 
rapid transit for visiting their ancestral homes, 
thus showing the unerring instinct of the China- 
man for utilizing whatever he sees will help him 
in the economies of life. This instinct will surely, 
even if from their conservative nature it must be 
slowly, draw the entire nation on to the appropria- 
tion of all our western ‘‘improvements”’ which 

be adapted to their needs. Let none fear but 

t the leaven of western thought, and especially 
Jhristianity, will move China. While it is 
‘true that she as yet moved but little, the 
has moved at all, even in such a way 
| mentioned, is portentous of mighty 
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‘China moves; and it is but the simplest. 


duty of the western world, which by its various 
secular and religious efforts has brought this move- 
ment about, to throw in more of those conserving 
religious influences which can alone prevent this 
moving from being a disaster both to themselves 
and to the world. 

The muddy current of the Yangtze, several 
miles in width, and too deep and strong for the 
largest vessels to anchor in it save in certain 
places, even at this season when at its lowest ebb, 
pours a mighty volume seaward, discolouring the 
ocean half way over to the shores of Japan. If we 
concede to the Amazon the first rank among rivers, 
the Mississippi, Congo, and Yangtze: come next 
in length and volume among the rivers available 
for commerce—for we must exclude those that 
empty into the frozen north. The Yangtze is far 
more navigable than the Congo; and more so 
probably than any river in Europe, Asia, or 
Africa. The largest class of steamers already go 
up 600 miles, and steamers of less draft have gone 
up 1,000 miles, and can very probably ascend 
hundreds of miles more. The Yangtze has not 
its equal among all the rivers of the earth in the 
population it reaches; nor is there a river which 
approaches it in this regard. The Yangtze drains 
the central—the garden—regions of China, and 
with its tributaries reaches about three-eighths of 
the population of China, or about one-eighth of 
that of the entire globe ; and this immense body, 
of not less than 150,000,000, are more homogeneous 
than any other population on this earth. There 
are indeed differences among them, but they are 
one people, under one government, with sim- 
ilar manners and customs, and the greater part of 
them speaking essentially one language—the so- 
called Mandarin Colloquial ; and it is noteworthy 
that this Mandarin Colloquial is one of the most 
numerously spoken of languages. While some of 
the southern tributaries of the-Yangtze River 
reach regions where other languages prevail, this 
is more than compensated by the fact that almost 
the whole population to the north of it speak the 
Mandarin, whether in the regions drained by the 
Yangtze, or on the Hoangho, or even further 
north. As China is the great missionary field of 
the world, so in this valley of the Yangtze is the 
great work of evangelizing China, and here evi- 
dently is the principal theatre for our future Bible 
work in China. 

Into this central region, and into this central 
language, missionaries began to enter a little 
before the overthrow of the Taiping rebellion, 
which took place in 1864. Ichang, 1,000 miles 
above the mouth, though opened only within a 
year, is already occupied by the China Inland Mis- 
sion. Hankow, some 600 miles up the river, was 
opened in 1861, and with its companion city of 
Wuchang, it is the centre of work for several 
English missions. Avukiang, about 450 miles from 
the mouth of the river, was taken by the Ameri- 
can Methodists about eight years ago. Nanking, 
about 200 miles, and Chinkiang, 150 miles up the 
river, have been occupied by English missionaries 
about eight years. The American Presbyterians 
established a work in Nanking three years since. 
Besides these ‘‘open ports,” two of the so-called 
“norts of call,” Vaanking and Wusuch, are Eng- 
lish missionary stations. A various beginning has 
thus been made in this extended field, but it is of 
course quite too early. for reports of anything 
more than preliminary work. | WE opie 

Hankow and Wuchang, on opposite sides of the 
Yangtze where the Han River joins it, together 
with the city of Hanying in the fork of the rivers, 
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is one of the great centres of Chinese life. The 
population of the three cities is estimated at 
1,500,000, and the fertile country about teems with 
cities and towns. <A view from the Tortoise Hill, 
in Hanying, reveals the plain at our feet stretching 
to the east as far as the eye can see, with the 
mighty river sweeping through it, which even at 
this distance from the mouth isa mile in width, 
while the mountains far away to the north and 
south and west contribute to one of the most 
striking of panoramas, Here at last we have evi- 
dently reached the heart of China. In a church 
of about 400 members, gathered here by the Rev. 
Mr. John, of the London Missionary Society (to 
whom I was indebted for many kind attentions), 
there are men from every province of the empire. 
Bible colportage is prosecuted here under the 
auspices of both the British and Scotch Bible 
Societies. The Rev. Mr. Boone, and Dr. Bunn, 
of the American Episcopal Church, have done 
much self-denying work in Wuchang, which will 
yet bear much fruit. 

At Kiukiang the Rev. Mr. Hart and his vigorous 
co-labourers of the American Methodist Mission, 
haye laid the foundations of a-work which will 
have a natural and wide growth in the province 
of Kiangsi, of which they are the only Protestant 
missionary occupants. Much Bible work has 
already been done by the missionaries themselves, 
travelling largely in boats over their well-watered 
field ; and it is proposed to prosecute it yet more 
vigorously by the aid of native colporteurs. 

A visit of several days at Nanking impressed me 
with the importance of this ancient capital and 
present literary centre of China. The Rev. A. 
Whiting, of the American Presbyterian Mission, 
has secured a hold in the face of some opposition, 
and he is hoping for reinforcements by whom indue 
time the work may be widened. Mr. Whiting has 
come more in contact with Chinese Mohammed- 
ans than perhaps any other missionary in China, 
among whom he has circulated our Scriptures in 
Arabic. From a bookstore on a prominent street 
he has disposed of large numbers of books, par- 
ticularly of Scriptures. Having as yet but a small 
church there are but few to engage in work. But 
I met in Nanking Mr. John Thorne, a retired 
American merchant, who had for some months 
been studying the language and selling Scriptures 
in connection with Mr. Whiting’s work, with 
whom I made an experimental arrangement to 
enter the service of the American Bible Society, 
and to engage systematically in circulating the 
Scriptures. The foreigner has many advantages 
over the native in selling books in China, so that 
though the expenses are much greater, a foreign 
agency is often the cheapest, especially_in new 
and distant Fit where enterprise and hardi- 
hood are needed. 

The celebrated Porcelain Tower used to stand 
just outside the southern gate of Nanking. This 
tower, or pagoda, was to have stood as a Buddhist 
shrine, ten thousand ages; but the Taiping rebels, 
partly for military reasons and still more for 
religious reasons, iconoclasts that they were, set 
themselves to destroy it. It was only after several 
unsuccessful attempts that they succeeded, so thor- 
oughly was it built. But it finally fell, the presage 
to their minds of the fall of Buddhism itself. We 
also believe in the fall of Buddhism and of all 
false worships, improbable as it may to many 


seem. We believe it from the far surer word of | 


prophecy, and it is the word itself which shall 
accomplish its own prophecy. Liga 


Yours in hope, Lurwer H, Guriox. — 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 
: MONTE VIDEO, Jan. 16, 1878. 
My Dear Sirr:—My last, dated 29th ult., I had 
to close before I had said all that I had intended 
regarding my work in the Argentine Republic. 
ueaving the city of Corrientes I came to Bella 
Vista, a town of some 2,000 inhabitants, situated on 
a knoll about 100 feet in height, overlooking a wide 
bend of the Parana, thirty leagues to the north of 
the capital. As is indicated by the name, the place 
is quite picturesque, but as it not unfrequently 
happens that the beautiful is far from being the 
most virtuous, so here Bella Vista, small as it is, 
has become notorious for its moral corruption. On 
three or more occasions previous, it had been visit- 
ed by us and supplied with the Scriptures ; and 
considering that only one-seventh part of the pop- 
ulation can read, a good proportion were still in 
possession of the books. During my stay of seven 
days I disposed of 124 volumes. Here 1 met with 
Mr. Banks, a Christian gentleman many years a 
resident in the place. Among other interesting 
incidents, illustrating the opposition of the Romish 
clergy to the word of God, he related the following : 
Knowing that a young man of his acquaintance 
was desirous of reading the Scriptures, though at 
the same time so completely under the control of 
the parish priest that he would not dare to read a 
prohibited Bible, Mr. B. procured for him a copy 
of the Spanish New Testament, with Romish notes 
as brought out by Mr. Vaughan, gave it to the 
young man and requested him to show it to the 
priest, satisfied that he could not do anything else 
than approve of it. Very soon however, he brought 
it back without having read it, as the priest had 
told him that it was a Protestant book, and that 
the Protestants had prefixed a spurious approval 
in order to deceive the people. Such as are ac- 
quainted with the facts attending the bringing out 
of this edition of the Spanish New Testament will 
not be astonished at this. 
Having been informed. that the priest had said 
that he would make a public announcement. re- 
specting the Bibles, I attended the two occasions 
that mass was said in the church, but not a single 
word was uttered with reference to our work. It 
is possible that he was deterred from doing it by 
my presence at mass, which was made somewhat 
conspicuous from the fact that though on both 
occasions there was a good attendance it consisted 
wholly of women, with the exception of the four 
musicians, the lad that attended the priest, and 
an old man who kneeled before the-door. The 
musical instruments consisted of clarionet, flute, 
triangle, andadrum. Going round with my books 
Icame into contact with the man who played on 
the clarionet, who at once recognized me and men- 
tioned the fact of having seen me at church. When 
asked to purchase a copy of the Bible he produced 
an old copy of the New Testament, published by the 
American Bible Society, if I mistake not, in’ 4 
of the version of Scio. It had been given to him 
by a friend and he seemed to prize it. Taking the 
book in my hand I directed his attention to the 
words of the Saviour, Matt. vii. 9: ‘What man 
is there of you, whom if his son ask bread will — 
he give him a stone?” It did not need much ex- 
planation to-show him that such a man was the 
Se The congregation had gone to church for 
ood for their souls, and all they had got was the 
mumbling sound of a seange gone thro j 
pe: 4 
al 


language which they did not 
a rapidity that prevented it 


then proceeded to read various passages illust 


the freeness and completeness of the gospel 


; 


which will be read with interest: 
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of salvation, and at each of these he, after having 
it pointed out to him in the book, turned down a 
corner of the leaf. ¥ 
same house I sold a Spanish Testament to a Para- 
guayan who the day before declined the purchase. 
These and other incidents of the same nature that 
came under my observation show that what this 
and such like places require is the preaching of the 
gospel in the language of the country. 

Leaving Bella Vista I came to Goya, a town of 
five to six thousand inhabitants. Though founded 
but seventy years ago its population is more than 
half that of the capital, Corrientes, which counts 
with three centuries, while its commerce lacks but 
little of being double. Great as is the material dif- 
ference between these two places in the same prov- 
ince, still greater are the moral distinctions. In 
hardly any place that I have visited have I found 
more regard for the word of God, or so much 
disposition to attend to religious conversation. 
Though a colporteur had been there nearly a month 
by the time that I arrived, and had sold Spanish 
Bibles as low as twenty cents, considerably less 
than half the price of my cheapest kind, I disposed 
of upward of 300 volumes in about two weeks. 
When George Schmidt visited this place, some 
twelve years ago, the priest went to the authorities 
and requested that they should put a stop to his 
work. Their reply was that they had just author- 
ized him to sell everywhere, and would allow no 
one to molest him. 

I am, dear sir, yours very truly, 
ANDREW M. MILNeE. 
oe 
SEED SOWN BY THE WAY SIDE. 
BIBLE Howse, CoNSTANTINOPLE, March 22, 1878, 

Dear Sir :—The following has just come to my 
knowledge : , 

In the mountains, not far from the city of Tarsus, 
is a small Armenian village called Kooz Oglook. 
It has a population of only about 400 souls, all 
of whom are very poor. Some ten years ago, if 
I mistake not, a Testament was left in that village 
by Rev. Mr. Goss. This missionary brother had 
received ill treatment, at the hands of these vil- 
lagers and left the Testament among them pur- 
posely. After he left their village the villagers 
discovered the Testament. Fearful of its influence 
they caught it up, and hurrying after him urged 
him to take it away. He however declined to take 
it and told them to keep it. So the Testament has 
remained in that village, and from that time to 
the present has been doing its silent leavening 
work. Thirty houses, or three-cighths of the 
inhabitants, are now Protestants. Recently, Rev. 
Mr. Trowbridge, president of Aintab College, vis- 
ited this mountain town and spent a Sabbath. 
Seventy-five persons were present at the services. 
In the evening of the Sabbath a prayer meeting 
was held. No light had these poor people in their 
place of prayer but that furnished by blazing pine 
knots. The meeting was spoken of as one of 
intense interest. Thirteen prayers were offered— 


short, simple, earnest, uttered with broken accents. | 


‘God will care for his own word, his own cause, and 


his own people when they cry to him, We hope 


_ to hear from that village again. 

ie aime X ours truly, « Isaac G, Biss. 
Tt 0 \ 
A COLPORTEUR AMONG RUSSIAN SOLDIERS, 


Dr. Bliss sends a verbatim copy of a letter, in. 
_ broken English, from a colporteur whom his son’ 


had engaged for colportage work at Adri nople, 


, 


x 


Calling the day following at the | 


ADRIANOPLE, Mar. 11, 

Dear Srr:—I began to sell books to Russians at 
27th of February in station and the city. Russians 
are wonderfully anxious to buy books, especially 
poor and uneducated soldiers, some of whom offers 
me all of his moneys that is in his pocket, in order 
of to have a Testament by that little sum, beseeching 
and saying in their language, ‘ Brotishco [brother], 
Ihave no more to give you.” Sometimes I went 
to officers’ houses and sometimes to houspitals, in 
which also I see a desire to read and buy ; instantly 
as I enter into, there seems hands of waving 
towards me for to inquire about books. Once I 
met with a very sick soldier who was scarcely able 
to speak, took the Testament, and after he read it 
some, carefully kissed that by his trembling hands, 
and I understanding his poverty presented him a 
small Psalms. You will surprise very much if I 
inform you all about such things. JI preach them 
also as much as I can by my short words. And 
also Tam obliging to learn their language day by 
day. Sometimes when I cannot display my ideas 
I show them remarks out of the Book, in order of 
to attract their attentions. This work excites my 
feelings and responsibilities very much. At pres- 
ent there is not yet any other especial work for me. 

Yours humble, 
ANTON GEORGE C. 
6 


BRAZIL. 
Mr. James Henderson, a correspondent of the 
Society at Para, from whom we occasionally hear, 
writes as follows: 


About two months ago I advertised some new 
goods and stated that I had still some Bibles and 
Testaments, and that the people should read them 
and not wait till the priests taught them, and they 
would find no images of wood or stone, of. silver 
or gold, allowed to be worshipped, and that the 
second commandment was strong against it. A 
few days afterwards the bishop’s paper declared 
that my Bible was false, and a ‘‘ Brazilian” wrote 
declaring me a charlatan, and that the chief of 
police should prevent me publishing arguments 
against their dogmas. The chief of police did 
send one of his clerks to my store telling me to 
take out of my advertisement the part against 
image worship. I told him that if I had com- 
mitted any error I would do so at once, but until 
he proved that I had done sol would not take 
back a single word, and that ended the affair. 


Domestic Department, 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA. 


On the last Sabbath of the month I was at Napa, 
where J preached in the morning, and in the even- 
ing attended the anniversary of the Napa County 
Bible Society. The meeting was composed of the 
congregations of the Presbyterian, Baptist, and 
Methodist Churches. The Rev. Mr. Rhees, of the 


| Baptist Church, and_your Superintendent, ad- 
| dressed the meeting. Rev. Mr. 
| byterian Church, and Rev. Mr. Todd, of the Meth- 

| odist Church, participated in the services. — The 


ylie, of the Pres- 
meeting was one of interest. 
ILLINOIS AND WESTERN INDIANA, 


Bureau County Bible Society, Il., held its thir- 
tieth anniversary at the Prot. Meth. Church, on 


~~ 
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Sabbath evening, March 31. The exercises were 
interesting and the reports good. Short addresses 
were made by the pastor of the.church, Rev. V. H. 
Brown, by Richard Edwards, Esy., president elect, 
and by your Superintendent. 

Whiteside County Bible Society, Ill., held its 
thirtieth anniversary, at thes Fourth St. Meth. Ep. 
Church of Sterling, on the 29th of March. This 
auxiliary makes a good showing, and is in an excel- 
lent financial condition. Most of the branches 
have responded, even without an agent. 

Greene County Bible Society held quite an enthu- 
siastic anniversary on the 17th of March at Carroll- 
ton. They are wide awake in the cause and have 
some excellent workers. 

__ Randolph County makes a fair showing, as usual. 
They lead off in that section of the State. 

The work in Indiana has some encouraging 
aspects. Quite a number of auxiliaries are making 
a special canvass, and others are intending to do 
so soon. 

KANSAS. 


The distribution made by the Kansas and South 
Kansas Conferences of the Meth. Ep. Church has 
given us very much encouragement. Reports and 
payments of donations by churches were received 
from a larger number than heretofore. On pre- 
senting our cause, I received more applications for 
books than had ever previously been made, and my 
book account will show you how low my stock has 
become, and how large an amount went out, I am 
now awaiting books from New York, and when 
received I hope to fill applications yet on hand to 
the amount of $400. P 


KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE, 


The Covington and Vicinity Bible Society has 
recently employed Mr. J. K. Mitchell, one of our 
efficient workers, to canvass the city of Covington 
and county of Kenton, Ky. 
~The destitution in Marshall County, Tenn., is 
more than sixty per cent. of the population. This 
is the county for which I asked a grant of books 
to-day. Don’t you think this county ought to have 
the Bible? 

Colporteur T. R. Dodson reports that in some 
portions of Overton County, Tenn., “one-half of the 
families are without the Bible, many of whom can- 
not read, yet are very anxious to purchase the word 
that others may read it to them.” ‘ 


MISSOURI. 


One of: the best of our anniversaries was held 

during the past month at Warrensburg. There 
were seven pastors present at the exercises and the 
church was crowded. 
_ In Cape Girardeau County, the Rey. T. ESeiple, 
a colporteur of the American Bible Society, has 
just closed his work -of fifty-one days, having vis- 
ited 877 families, and distributed by sale or gift 401 
copies of the Scriptures. He says: ‘‘I have tried 
my best for the Society and for the destitute, but 
bad weather has hindered me ; yet the kindness of 
the people has made my work pleasant. I have 
been well received in Catholic families and have 
sold some of them Bibles.” 

Rev. W. R. Litsinger, colporteur in Morgan 
County, did good work in March. Mr. L. says of 
a German infidel: “‘T-was told not to call on him, 
but I did so, and by request called a second time. 
He bought four nice English Testaments for his 
four daughters. They already had a German Bible. 
If a German wants a Bible he never tells me he has 
no money, nor does his wife in his absence ; all the 
real poverty seems to be with our own countrymen.” 


NEBRASKA: AND COLORADO. 


Lancaster County Bible Society is one of our noble 
auxiliaries. There is a peculiarity in its work during 
the past year which I think worthy of mention. In 
1877, Secretary Peet devised the plan of a circular 
letter addressed to such parties, in different parts 
of the county, as he thought would be interested in 
this work, asking them, for the sake of the Bible 
cause, to visit all the families in their immediate 
neighbourhoods, ascertaining who were destitute 
and who desired more copies of the Scriptures than 
were then owned, and to report facts to him by 
a given day. Responses came from eight of the 
twenty-five persons addressed, stating that 200 
families had been visited and fourteen found des- 
titute. Having received this measure of encour- 
agement, Secretary Peet proposes to continue his 
efforts in the same direction during the coming 
year. 

NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA. 

More than two-fifths of the 733 families visited 
during the month were found destitute, and about 
one-third of the 733 were supplied ; results which 
astonish the Christian public where the canvass is 
conducted. My experience satisfies me that there 
is, everywhere, an under estimate of existing. desti- 
tution; and the facts disclosed by the thorough 
work now conducted in various parts of the two 
States composing this field—always ranking com- 
paratively and deservedly high in their intelligence 
and religious character—prove that the auxiliary 
system is not sufficient for the supply of the whole 
community, and demonstrate the necessity and wis- 
dom of the present supplemental efforts. 


TEXAS, 


‘On the night of March 10th, San Antonio auxil- 
iary held its anniversary in the Methodist Church, 
the other ‘Protestant congregations of the city 
uniting in the services. The next evening an ad- 
journed meeting of the auxiliary was held in the 
Mexican Methodist Church, which I addressed 
through an interpreter, the Rev. A. H. Sutherland, 
Superintendent of the Mexican Border Mission of 
the Meth. Ep. Church, South. The meeting was 
very interesting. The Mexicans crowded the 
house, eager to hear about the Bible. Arrange- 
ments were made to canvass the city and vicinity 
by the employment of a Mexican and German. dis- 
tributer. This ancient city contains a mixed pop- 
ulation of about 20,000 Mexicans, Germans, and 
Americans, in about equal numbers. One hundred 
and sixty-three years ago a mission work was pro- 
jected at this place under the supervision of monks 
of the order of St. Francis; but the aim was not to 
give the Bible to the people. 

A good meeting was also held, March 12th, at 
Seguin, Guadaloupe County. This auxiliary can- 
yassed most of its field during the year, supplying 
282 destitute families with the Bible, many of them 
Romanists. The anniversary of Payette County 
Bible Society was also interesting. The canvass of 
this county is progressing. + EE 

It is gratifying to note the improvement in the 
colportage work this month. The colporteurs are — 
becoming deeply interested in their occupation, 
and are doing more and better work each Towle 
The people also begin to show more appreciation 
of the noble objects of the American Bible Society. 
The distribution of circular letters and the monthly 
publicatin of our work is arousing interest, =~ 

WEST VIRGINIA. 
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the Scriptures in West Virginia. You will notice 
that it was in the cities, county-seats, and largest 
villages, where I found such a lamentable destitu- 
tion. What then must be the condition of the 
mountainous and ‘‘ back-woods”’ portions of the 
State? Your colporteurs report one family desti- 
tute in every three or four! The colportage work 
of the Society is everywhere approved, and is, in- 
deed, the only effective method of universal supply. 
It is, emphatically, a God-send to the poor. 

After canvassing the cities of Huntington, Hart- 
ford, Charleston, Grafton, Martinsburg, and nu- 
merous other places, perhaps the crowning work of 
the year was the minute canvass of Parkersburg 
and its vicinity. Among the thousand souls repre- 
sented to have been converted therethe past winter, 
several, in narrating their experience, referred to 
the saving influence of the Bible presented to them. 
One conversion, in particular, was attributed to 
the reading of a Bible I had left, where the convert 
had no other means of grace. 

9 0 


THE CENTRAL BIBLE SOCIETY OF ARKANSAS, AT 
LITTLE ROOK. 


The thirty-fifth anniversary of this society was 
held on the 24th of February, in the Presbyterian 
Church of Little Rock ; Dr. R. L. Dodge, for thirty 
years the president of this auxiliary, in the chair. 
The services were conducted by Rev. A. W. Decker, 
of the Meth. Ep. Church, and Rev. J. S. Willbanks, 
of the Presbyterian. Addresses were delivered by 
Rev. Dr. Alex. M‘Lean, Corresponding Secretary 
of the Parent Society, and by Rev. W. B. Rankin, 
District Superintendent for the State of Texas. 
The report of the executive committee says, among 
other things : ‘‘ We have sold from our depository, 
during the past year, books amounting to about 
$165, and have donated books to the value of about 
$50 to our benevolent and prison institutions, to 
students in one of our colleges, to indigent patients 
at Hot Springs, and to Sabbath schools for both 
white and coloured pupils. We have a committee 
to attend to the Bible wants of our hotels, also one 
for our jails and penitentiary. 

‘*The completion of the general supply work of 
the State is to be chronicled with devout gratitude. 
It was finished in December last. We are indebted 
to the American Bible Society and the contributors 
to its funds for the resolution to commence it in so 
embarrassing a period, and for the large outlay in 
money and books which was required to do it. 
The statistics in this colportage work are in sub- 
stance as follows, not including the Superintend- 
ent’s duties : 

“Days of service rendered, 4,946}; miles trav- 
elled, 67,495 ; families and business places visited, 
86,809 ; families found destitute, 23,004, supplied, 
17,057 ; individuals supplied, 4,600. Books sold, 
18,823, valued at $107 73; donated, 16,803, valued 
at $5,764 64. And, in addition, many hundred ser- 
mons and addresses for the Bible cause, with innu- 
merable personal religious talks, prayers in fami- 
lies, and other similar work by these faithful men.” 

= CALIFORNIA BIBLE SOCIETY, — 
_ The twenty-eighth annual meeting of this auxili- 
ary was held in Dr. Stone’s church, San Francisco, 


on the evening of March 17. The reports of the 


officers show that the work is progressing well, but 
owing to the present depression in business, and 
the efforts of a number of churches to discharge 
debts, the receipts have been consid- 
_in former years. The society has 
ies’ Protection and Relief Society 


benediction. 


with Bibles for distribution, and has also supplied 


| the State prison, county jail, and numbers of fami- 


lies. The total amount received from donations 
during the year is $1,127 20. The report of Rev. 
John Thompson, superintendent of the California 
Bible Society, reviewed the work of the year, and 
in conclusion stated that 10,430 volumes had been 
distributed, which includes those sold at the Bible 
House in San Francisco and those distributed by 
the various branches. He thought the outlook for 
the future was hopeful. Addresses were made by 
Rey. Matthew Hale Smith and Rey. Wm. Kelynack, 
of Australia. 
0 0 


BLACK HAWK COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY, IOWA. 


“The annual meeting of the Black Hawk 
County Bible Society,” says a letter recently re- 
ceived from Waterloo, Iowa, “was held on the 25th 
of March. No regular annual meeting had been 
held previous to this since 1875. It is to be hoped 
that there is to be a more active history for this 
society in the immediate future. The change in the 
plan of the Parent Society, in withdrawing local 
agents from the field, increases the responsibility 
upon the local societies. This action seems to be 
approved, and it is the desire of this branch organ- 
ization to co-operate in the movement. Arrange- 
ments were made for canvassing the field in the 
interests of the work during the coming year. 
On the Sabbath evening following the business 
meeting, mass meetings were held in two of the 
churches. Sermons were preached at the Congre- 
gational Church by Rev. J. R. Berry, of the Meth. 
Ep. Church, and at the Grace Meth. Ep. Church by 
Rey. R. Macqueston, of the Presbyterian Church. 
At both of these meetings collections were taken 
for the Bible cause.” 

a ot 


CEDAR RAPIDS BIBLE SOCIETY, IOWA. 


On Friday evening, March 1st, the annual busi- 
néss meeting of the above society was held at their 
room in Cedar Rapids. It was then resolved that 
at an early date an anniversary service should be 
held for the purpose of adding fresh interest to the 
work of the Bible Society, and provoking new zeal 
in the Bible cause. The matter was brought before 
the Pastors’ Association, and it was arranged by 
them and approved by the officers of the society 
that the proposed anniversary services be held on 
Sabbath evening, March 81st, in place of the ordi- 
nary evening service in all the churches. No one 
building in the city could accommodate the united 
congregations from all the evangelical churches, 
and it was arranged that. two churches would be 
opened, and a programme of similar character was 
prepared for each. This arrangement was faith- 
fully carried out, and its wisdom and utility were 
fully illustrated in the complete and cordial blend- 
ing of all the branches of the evangelical church in 
this city upon the broad and common basis of the 
word of God. At the First Presbyterian Church, 
excellent and stirring addresses were delivered by 
Rey. Mr. Ringgold, Prof. Akers, and Rev. Mr, 
Squires; while, at: the Methodist Church, the Rey. 
My. Burkhalter, Mr. T. M. Sinclair, and Rev. Mr. 


. Squires, addressed the assembled multitude. In 


one meeting, a Methodist layman presided, another 
Methodist layman made an address, and was fol- 
lowed by a clergyman of the Prot. Ep. Church. 
In the other meeting, a layman of the Episcopal 
Church presided, whilst a layman and a clergyman 
of the Presbyterian Church made addresses, and a 
Baptist minister led in prayer and pronounced the 
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YOUNG MEN’S BIBLE SO0IETY OF FREDERICK 00,, 
MARYLAND, 


From the fifty-seventh annual report of this so- 
ciety the following items are taken; ‘‘ During the 
past year we have had a most efficient colporteur 
at work. He has visited 1,260 families, and reports 
that of the number visited he found 249 adults un- 
able to read, and 112 without Bibles. He sold 267 
volumes of Scripture, and gave away seventy-eight, 
making 845 copies in all distributed. At the de- 
pository the number of volumes sold was 208; num- 
ber donated, 192. The society has held itself ready 
to supply every demand for the Scriptures, and it 
has not passively waited for application to be made, 
but has actively endeavoured to find all cases of 
real want, and in no instance has it failed to furnish 
Bibles or Testaments where destitution was known 
to exist.”’ 


e 


WYiscellanentts, 


AMERICAN TRANSLATORS IN TURKEY. 

An elaborate and commendatory article in the 
January number of the British Quarterly Review, 
describes the work accomplished in the Turkish 
empire by Americans, in respect to explorations, 
literature and education, medical practice, and the 
improved condition of woman. We quote its 
statement about Bible translations: 

The most important contribution, however, 
which the Americans have made to the literature 
of Turkey, is found in the accurate translations 
which they have made of the Christian Scriptures. 
These translations are worthy of special notice, 
because, apart from the religious influence of the 
Scriptures, they are making a marked impression 
upon the intellectual life of the various national- 
ities of Turkey. Fifty years ago there was no 
version of the Scriptures in any one of the mod- 
ern languages of that country. The task of 
making these translations was not an ordinary 
one. Regard must be had, on the one hand, to 
the uneducated classes—the style must be such 
that the common people would readily understand 
the meaning; on the other hand, regard must be 
had to the educated classes—the style must be 
sufficiently elegant and idiomatic to commend 
itself to the taste of those who are proud of the 
literary excellences of their ancient tongues. The 
Americans may fairly claim that they have suc- 
ceeded in this difficult task, in respect at least to 
four of the important languages of the country. 
We refer to the Modern Armenian, the Arabic, the 
Turkish, and the Bulgarian. The Turkish versions 
have varied somewhat, according as they have 
been prepared for the Armenians, the Greeks, or 
the Osmanli Turks. The preparation of the entire 
Bible in the Armeno-Turkish language (the Turk- 
ish language written with the Armenian character) 
was the life-work of the late William Goodell, 
D.D. The Rey, Dr. Schauffler has given many 
years to the preparation of a version of the Scrip- 


‘tures in the Arabo-Turkish, or Tyrkish written | 


with the Arabic character; while at the present 
time a permanent committee, of which the Rev. 
Dr. Riggs is chairman, is engaged in an attempt to 
recast all the Turkish versions of the Bible, and 
form one that may be printed in any character. 


‘We understand that there is one English repre- | 
The translation of 


sentative on this committee. 
the Scriptures into Arabic is the result of the 


labours of two accomplished American scholars, | 


themselves upon every current of thought. At 


line of spiritual longing which is satis 


Rev. Eli Smith, D.D.,and Rev. C. V. A. Van Dyck, 
D.D. We are assured by many who are capable 
of judging, that this Arabic version of the Serip- 
tures is worthy of the highest praise, and reflects 
great credit upon the scholarship of the translators. 
The same is said of the translations of the Bible 
that have been made into Modern Armenian and 
Bulgarian by the Rey. Elias Riggs, D..D. We 
cannot forbear quoting an extract from a letter 
from Dr. Riggs in regard to the time spent on 
this branch of his work : 

‘You ask (he says) in regard to the time devoted 
to the Armenian and Bulgarian translations of the 
Bible. In both cases the translations were first 
issued in parts in small editions, intended partly to 
supply the existing demand and partly to secure 
criticisms and to leave room for corrections arising 
from comparison of the different parts of the Bible. 
In both cases the whole Bible was finally printed 
in a single imperial octavo volume, with refer- 
ences. ‘T'o the Armenian Bible (including the two 
editions) I gave most of my time for seven years, 
and to the Bulgarian, more than half my time 
for eleven years. How long our committee will 
take to complete the Turkish version, it is quite 
impossible to say. We spent a year on the four 
gospels.” 

When we remember that these translations are 
all made from the original Hebrew and Greek ; 
and when we remember also that the translations, 
when put in their permanent form, have been com- 
mended by the best Arabic, Turkish, Bulgarian, 
and Armenian scholars of Turkey; and when we 
recall also the great obstacles the Americans must 
have met in carrying these translations through 
the press at Constantinople and Beirut, we cannot 
refrain from expressing our appreciation, not only 
of their high scholarship, but of their persevering 
diligence and steadfastness of purpose, and we 
are convinced that generations of men yet to come 
will join in this hearty commendation. 

0 


GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT TO THE HEATHEN, 

We note that the Holy Spirit manifests himself 
in heathen lands to-day as clearly as he did in the 
conversion of the heathen family of Cornelius, 
and in precisely the same way. The parallelism 
is remarkable. ~ 

It happened at Travancore in South India. 
There was a Brahmin family, well educated, of 
high intellectual attainments, greatly esteemed 
throughout their neighbourhood. They lived in 
a respectable house, which a wealthy Sudra had 
built, and with the lands around it had presented 
to this family, as a mark of his reverence for 
Brahma, and as a propitiation for his sins. ' 

The family numbered ten persons, among whom 
were three grown-up sons and two other adults. = 
The father received his first impressions of divine 
truth from the conversation of Syrian Christians 
who passed through the town one day, and from } 
portions of Scripture, and of the ‘ Pilgrim’s Prog-— | 
ress” which they left in his hands. The mother, 
who was a woman of superior mind, from her 
childhood had suspicions of the truth of the Brah- 3 
minical religion, But neither had confessed to the : 
other those strange doubts which were forcing 


last, one day the husband read to his wife one } 
the Scripture stories which had moved his heart, . 
when she suddenly exclaimed, ‘‘That is the truth 
I have been seeking.” Then they found that ¢ if: 

invisible power had been leading them both in t 


the gospel. They told their thoughts to tl 
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members of the family. One after another joined 
in the search for a sufficient Saviour. With the 
little light they had from those few pages of the 
New Testament, but wonderfully illumined by the 
Holy Ghost, their minds gradually seized the grand 
revelations of the gospel. This process went on 
for some time independent of missionary agency. 
At last a native teacher came that way. He intro- 
duced them toa missionary. The missionary found 
all of them—the whole ten persons—fully prepared 
for baptism, and admitted them into the church of 
Christ: for ‘‘ean any man forbid water,” said St. 
Peter, ‘‘that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?” 
And so, like the heathen centurion and his house- 
hold, this Brahmin rose and was baptized, he and 
all his, straightway. And the missionary records, 
‘““They have since stood firm under the severe 
test of persecution, and the loss of worldly 
wealth.” —wspirtt of Missions. 
ee 


ECHOES. 
There are echoes, sweet echoes, of music and song, 
That tell us the bliss of the glorified throng! 
Sweet echoes of hope where a dark world despairs ; 
Sweet echoes of peace, in the midst of our cares; 
Sweet echoes of love, for the children of scorn; 
Sweet echoes of res/, for the weary and worn; 
Sweet echoes that call us to haste and away ; 
Sweet echoes that cheer us while waiting we stay. 
‘ There are echoes that reach us in seasons of grief, 
Like the song of the robin—no blossom, no leaf, 
No sunshine, no harvest, and yet a glad song, 
The echo of heaven o’er earth borne along. 


WILLIAM LUFF, 
<0 > 


: OUT IN THE WILDERNESS. 

A part of the Bible Society’s grants find their 
way to destitute families through the colporteur 
agency of the American Tract Society. The expe- 
rience narrated by the Rev. T. 8. Colter among 
the mountains of West Virginia, where one-third 
of the families had no Bible, shows what need 
there is to go in search of the destitute and to give 
them the lamp of life. We quote from his report 
in the American Messenger : 

In one house I visited I found no books. They 
said they were very desirous of obtaining a Bible, 
for they had never had one. They had heard of 
me, and had been Jooking and hoping I would 
come, so that they could get some books. They 

, added, ‘‘ We have no preaching here, for we are 
. too poor to pay a preacher; and then we have no 
roads for anybody to get here. We would like to 
2 take a newspaper, but it is twelve miles to a post- 
office.” It was now three o’clock, and there were 
| two families within one mile. They said they 
would send for these families, and I must preach 
for them. That night I preached to fourteen per- 
sons. I found on inquiry that there was not a 
. ' Bible in the three families. I furnished each of 
them with a Bible, also a bound book and some 
tracts to each house, and received ten cents, all 
_ the money they said they had. They thanked the 

, ‘Society in tears for its kindness. z r 
_ They told me it was eight miles to the next 
house. I missed my way and followed a cattle- 
path. I wandered over the mountains till eight 
o’clock at night, when I reached a cabin hungry 
and much fatigued. I was glad to get a piece of 
corn-bread and dried venison. Here I found four 
almost destitute of books of any kind, but 
f the families had a Bible. I conversed and 


1 with them and furnished all with books, 


for which they expressed their gratitude to the 
Society. Next I went six miles to the house of a 
widow woman with four children. She had no 
Bible. She could not read herself, but one of her 
daughters could. She said her husband was killed 
in the late war and her house burnt, and with it 
their Bible and what books they had, and they 
have had none since. 


Bible Suciety Read 


NEW YORK, MAY 28, 1878. 


BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACK, 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers 
was held at the Bible House, Astor Place, on 
Thursday, May 2d, at half-past three, P. M., Wm. 
H. Allen, Esq., LL.D., President, in the chair. 

Rey. A. S. Hunt, D. D., read from the sixtieth 
chapter of Isaiah and offered prayer. 

The Russellville Bible Society in Arkansas was 
recognized as auxiliary. _ 

Secretary Hunt made a report of his visit to six 
annual conferences of the Meth. Ep. Church in 
New York and New England, and of the favour- 
able reception which he met in all. 

Letters were announced from Dr. Gulick, giving 
detailed accounts of the progress of publication 
in Japan; from Dr. Bliss, with suggestions con- 
cerning the Scriptures in Ancient Armenian ; from 
Rev. Edwin M. Bliss, giving an account of his 
visit to Cairo and other places in Egypt; from 
Rey. A. L. Blackford, with report of the distribu- 
tion by colporteurs in Brazil during the year 1877 ; 
from Dr. Trumbull, of Valparaiso, urging the inau- 
guration of measures for distributing the Scriptures 
in Bolivia and Peru, and along the western coast 
of South America; from Rev. C. H. Doering, of 
Bremen, and Mr. P. Palmquist, of Stockholm, with 
reports of publication-and distribution in Germany 
and Sweden ; from Rey. T. P. Dardier, stating the 
distribution made by the Evangelical Society of 
Geneva through the aid of the American Bible So- 
ciety ; from Bishop Penick, of Liberia, with thanks 
for books; and frem various other correspondents 
in different parts of the world. 


Numerous grants of Scriptures were made for col; _ 


portage, Sabbath schools, and general distribution, 
to auxiliaries, societies, churches, and individuals; 
the aggregate value of the books being about 
$7,700, including seven volumes in raised letter 
for the blind. aR So 

Appropriations of money for foreign work in 
Mexico, Germany, Sweden, and Russia, amounting 


. 
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to $11,500, were made to the Russian agency, the 
Presbyterian Board of Missions, the Missionary 
Society of the Meth. Ep. Church, and the American 
Baptist Missionary Union. 

The receipts for April were $28,121 81; copies of 
Scriptures issued, 90,307. 

; —f- 0 
SIXTY-SHOOND ANNUAL MEETING. 

The American Bible Society held its Sixty-Sec- 
ond Annual Meeting at the Bible House, May 9th, 
1878, at half-past three, P. M. 

Wm. H. Allen, LL.D., President, presided, assist- 
ed by Norman White, A. Robertson Walsh, and 
Frederick H. Wolcott, Esqs., Vice Presidents. 

The Rev. W. J. R. Taylor, D.D., read from the 
thirteenth chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthew 
and offered prayer. 

The Recording Secretary read the Minutes of the 
previous Meeting, which were approved. He then 
presented the names of Managers whose term of 
office expired at that time : whereupon a commit- 
tee, consisting of Frederick H. Wolcott, Henry 
Dickinson, Wm. H. Crosby, Rev. W. J. R. Taylor, 
D.D., and Rey. Geo. Sheldon, D.D., was appointed 
to nominate suitable persons to fill the vacancies, 
The committee having retired, the Secretaries pre- 
sented an abstract of the Annual Report of the 
Managers for the year ending March 31st, 1878, and 
the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Report, an abstract of which 
has just been read, be printed and circulated under 
the direction of the Board of Managers. 

The committee appointed to nominate Managers 
then presented their report, recommending the fol- 
lowing persons, who were duly elected Managers 
for the term ending May, 1882, viz. : 


James M. Brown, 
Augustus Taber, 


Andrew C. Armstrong, 
John Crosby Brown, 
Caleb B. Knevals, William L. Skidmore, 
John N. Stearns, John A. Stewart, 
William H. 8. Wood. 

The Assistant Treasurer presented the Treas- 
urer’s report for the year just closed, which was 
accepted, and directed to be printed in the Annual 
Report. | 

On motion of Ree W. H. Moore, D. D., of Long 
Island, it was 

~ Resolved, That it is nena. y respectfully - referred 
to the consideration of the Board of Managers, 
whether the Bibles hereafter published in any lan: 
guage should not contain marginal references and 
such other helps to the understanding of the Scrip- 
tures as have been approved. __ revit pagan 
‘f a a of Dr. Moore, it wasalso ee a 
Resolved, That the new Board of M be 


{ee 


day in May, for the purpose of or, anizing for: 


ear and the transa 
San ay be pr is 
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cted to meet in the Bible House on the third | 


ea 2 rah aad 11 


[May 


on the second Thursday in May, 1879, at half-past 
three, P. M. 


On motion of Rev. E. W. Gilman, D.D., it was 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Society et pre- 
sented to the Rev. Jacob Chamberlain, M.D., of 
India, for the valuable discourse delivered by him 
in this city on Sabbath evening last, in behalf of 
this Society, and that a copy of the same be re- 
quested for publication. 


On motion of William H, Crosby, Esq., it was 


Resolved, That the Society record with deep regret 
the death, which occurred on the day previous to 
this meeting, of Mr. Alexander Van Rensselaer, 
an esteemed member of the Board, who for twenty- 
five years had rendered faithful service as a 
Manager and member of one of the Standing Com- 
mittees. 


oo 
: ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES. 


In accordance with public notice, by request of 
the Board of Managers, a sermon of remarkable . 
interest in advocacy of the Bible Society was 
preached in this city on Sabbath evening, May Sth, 
by the Rev. Jacob Chamberlain, M.D., of the 
Arcot Mission in India. The text was taken from 
the nineteenth Psalm, ‘‘The law of the Lord is 
perfect,” and the sermon abounded in illustrations 
drawn from the preacher’s own experience as a 
missionary. 

The public Anniversary was held in Richmond, 
Va., on Sabbath afternoon, May 12th, at four, P.M. 
The usual services in the various ansitehites. were 
suspended, and a large congregation completely 
filled St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal Church, the 
most spacious in the city, the use of which had 
been courteously offered for the occasion. At an | 
earlier hour the clergy of Richmond and the board 
of managers of the Virginia Bible Society gave a 
welcome reception to the delegates of the American 
Bible Society in the vestry, and escorted them to 
the church. 

Prayers were offered by the rector of the church, 
Rey. Charles Minnigerode, D.D., and the nineteenth 
Psalm was read by the Rev. Ww. E. Judkins, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. An address 
was then made by the Rey. Moses D. Hoge, D. cfd 
president of the Virginia Bible Society, who i rO- 
duced President Allen, of the American Bible 
ciety. Dr. Allen’s address was followed by a state- 
ament from Secretary Gilman respecting the work 
of the Society at home and in 1 foreign: lanc 
this, very interesting addresses were deliv 
| Rev. W. J. R. ‘Taylor, D.D., of Newark, 
and Prof. J. C. Granberry, of thee | t 
sity, Nashville, re ij Seas 
: ee ad be 

shee 
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to President Allen, Secretary Gilman, and Rey. 
Walter R. Long, of West Virginia. 

Everything had been done at Richmond to make 
the Anniversary a success ; and in the grateful rec- 
ognition of the liberal grants which the American 
Bible Society has made to the State during the past 
decade, the Board of Managers will find encour- 
agement to hope for earnest and willing co-opera- 
tion in the future, 

—_—e___ 
BRIEF ABSTRACT OF THE SIXTY-SECOND 
ANNUAL REPORT, 
PRESENTED MAY 9, 1878. 

THE MANAGERS OF THE AMERICAN BiBib 
Society express their gratitude, in view of the 
fact that no one of its constituted guardians has 
been removed by death since the last Anniversary. 

MENTION is made of the resignation of Rev. Dr. 
HoLpicn, on account of advanced age and feeble 
health, and of the election of Dr. Hunt. 

Lire DrrecTors constituted, 14; Life Members, 
548; new Auxiliaries enrolled, 18. 

; District SUPERINTENDENTS engaged in the So- 
ciety’s work in this country during the year, 18 ; 
County Agents employed at the expense of Auxil- 
iaries, 134; unpaid Volunteer Bible Distributers, 
5,556. ; 

Tue Receipts for the year were $446,954 04. 
Of this amount $206,117 81 were received in pay- 
ment for books, $30,010 27 from rents, $103,057 71 
from legacies, $102,585 99 from donations, and 
$5,182 26 from sundry items. From foreign lands 
$14,489 54 were received from sales by the Society’s 
agents. The total receipts are less than those of 
the previous year by $96,625 51. Seven-eighths 
of this decrease was in legacies. — 


New Boors.—English Bible, 24mo, Pearl- mwa 


_ type, which is sold fortwenty- five cents, and the Eng- 


lish New Testament 32mo, in the same type, which 
is sold for five cents ; also, First Kings in Dakota. 


Corres MANUFACTURED at the Bible House, 
654,893. Printed abroad, 283,908. Purchased 
abroad, 17,978. Total, 906,779. ° 

Corrzs IssuED, 663,900 at home; 193,593 abroad. 
Total, 857,493. 

BIBLE FoR THE Biinp.—Volumes issued, 521 ; 
making an aggregate of 11,286 volumes in thirty: 
six years. 

THE ISSUES OF THE SOCIETY DURING SIXTY-TWO 
YEARS AMOUNT TO THIRTY-FOUR MILLIONS, EIGHT 


' HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR THOUSAND, THREE HUN- 


DRED AND FIFTEEN COPIES. (34,864,315). 
- Tur Brete Society Recorp, containing state- 
ments of the work in the home and foreign field, 
is published monthly, and sent to each Life 
Director and Life Member who requests it, and to 
the pastor of every church taking up an annual 
collection for the Society, upon his application. 
ies circulated during the year, 199,575, or an 
average of 16,631 each month. 

Gratuitous Work for the year amounted 


‘Tur GRA 
; ‘in value to $259,518 19. Of this sum $89, 832 90 | 


- 


was in cash appropriations for work in foreign 
lands, besides 20,231 copies of Scripture sent from 
this country. 

NuMBER or AUXILIARIES REPORTED as engaged 
in supplying their fields during the year, 196. 

Auailiary Bible Societies are earnestly requested to 
attend to the supply of the destitute in their own fields, 
and forward reports of their operations to the Parent 
Society without waiting for visits from the District 


Superintendents, 
—<>-0 <> 


Tue publication of this number of the Record is 
delayed one week, in order that it may contain a 
notice of the meeting at Richmond. 

0 

Prrsonat.—The correspondents of Dr. Holdich 
are requested to address him at Morristown, N. J., 
to which place he removed with his family on the 
1st of May. 


<0 


Norice—To CorrEsPONDENTS IN CONNECTICUT 
AND OTHER PARTS OF New Eneauanp.—As the 
American Bible Society has no longer any author- 
ized Superintendent of Bible work in the field 
where the Rev. Mr. Gilbert was formerly employed, 
it is specially requested that remittances, whether 
from churches or from auxiliaries, designed for 
this Society, be sent directly to the Bible House. 
Checks and postal orders should be made payable 
to Andrew L. Taylor, Assistant Treasurer, New 
York. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, 


For the month of March, 1878. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting......... 19 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited...........0.cscereeee 110 
Anniversaries attendeds, 152i ce.. oo2 6 lah. oe onc asicine osengms 45 
New Societies and Committees formed.............-... 4 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 187 
Debtors Sov b regis ceecgee vs cost noes hoo 8r's ce sleis.es oe diorateenr! 1,878 
Miles travelled on official duty 13,'728 
Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $2,043 Wi) 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN MARCH BY COUNTY AGENTS 
AND COLPORTEURS. 


Families visited. by thent... «fi J 7206. sveteectecccswcces ses 
Families found destitute of the Bible 
Destitute families supplied s. 25.0800. toe ec eves eens 
Destitute individuals supplied in eaanesons: 
Number of books sold 
Value of books sold............6.. 

Number of books distributed gratuitously.............. 3,370 
Value of books distributed gratuitously................ 


Summary of One Hundred and Twenty-seven Annual 
Reports of Auxiliary Bible Societies, 
Received in April, 1878. Hy 
Receipts from sales in twelve months..... eee Tee $15,520 49 


Receipts from oohecsions and donations.........s.e0088 10,481 74 
Paid American Bible Society on book COUN aiecies 15,329 90 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 2,893 40 
Expended on their own fields. Pe es hss A Pas CET TS 6,183 88 
Value of hooks, donateds.s.<07:csimaysn aquses- wap 44enese ve + 2,556 31 
| Value of stock on hand at date.. atte b siucots Ines tl . 85,592 40 
| No. of these Auxiliaries reporting ‘general operations... 2B 
Collecting and pens ae aie aes sitte se asepe 52 
| Families visited by them........esceee eceseeseaneeses 19,782 
| Families found destitute..... recep atsnsaatas - 8,006 
Destitute families supplied...........cseeeeeeeees Sunk 2,023 
Desctate Sint! supplied in addition... 


. 
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Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports, , 


For the year ending March 31, 1878. 
Number of District Superintendents reporting........ . 19 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited...........2:.-seeeees 1,587 
Anniversaries attended..............65 arte 528 
New Societies and Committees formed 48 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause.. 1,640 
BOtberes SEW |. ccc ceele sade cine cecggetncenelteaepaamissretle 18,525 
Miles travelled on official duty..........c.ccceceee eee ee ee 182,822 
Donations and subscriptions secured for the Bible cause $17,297 77 
BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN TWELVE MONTHS, BY COUNTY 
AGENTS AND COLPORTEURS. 
Families visited by them. «se diieess vvicdivcinssccevenss 230,858 
Families found destitute of the Bible.,.... = 35,097 
Destitute families supplied................. 22,450 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition 11,361 
Number of books sold..........ceeeeeee eens 37,770 
Walué Of HOOKS SOE ocmeoccesecs sos th esc $21,922 10 
Number of books distributed gratuitously 25,583 
Value of books distributed gratuitously...... $7,526 19 
= 0 


Summary of Nine Hundred and Fifty-five Annual 
Reports of Auxiliary Societies, 
Received during the year ending April 30, 1878. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months..........-....000- $79,186 48 

ed «collections and donations.. of 82,630 76 

= = — pe Society on book account: NAA 3 89,330 99 
tag on donation account.. 


Expended on their OW TOUS Jive cctnatevenere retcemones 
Value of books donated...... 
Value of stock on hand at date 


No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations... 196 
Collecting and distributing agents employed........... 838 
Families visited by them........... sseseseeeee 179,796 
Families found destitute.. Sancuee 18,339 
Destitute families supplied................... 18,142 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition... 8,838 


Sabbath and other schools supplied......... 
<0 


Deceased Members. 

Alexander Van Rensselaer, New York. 

Rev. Amasa Lord, Elgin, Ill. 

Rey. C. S. Martindale, Topeka, Ks. 

Rey. Elias R, Fairchild, D.D., Morristown, N. J... 

Rey. Abraham D. Merrill, Dorchester, Mass. - 

Rey. Jacob Doll, Newberne, N.C. 

Hanson K. Corning, New York, 

FE. Delafield Smith, New York. 

Rev. Robert W. Brice, Chester, S, C. ’ : 

Col. Robert Myers, Jersey City, N.J. | : ve 

Archibald G. McIlwaine, Petersburg, Va. _ 
‘ Mrs. Horace B. Burdett, Brooklyn, N. Y.— 

Mrs. Minnie N. Bartlett, Flatbush, N. Y. 

Henry Field, M.D., Clinton, N. J. 

Rey. John Stevens, Biddeford, Me. 

Chesterfield King, Sharon, Ct. 

Mrs. Nancy L. Hoisington, Cleveland, ais! 

Joseph T. Bacon, Franklin, Mass. 

Mrs. De Forest Manice, New York. 

Mrs. Margaret H. Sanford, Brooklyn, N. oA ; 

Mrs. Amanda B, Smith, Westfield, N. J. Yor-iada. 4 
3 John Work, Lancaster, Ohio, : 
+; ; _ Martha Ella Wyche, Albemarle, N. C. 
: Anne Gorham, Se Ct. 
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Beedle and Vic. B. 8. Ark., James W. Russell, Russettvite, | 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


oe seagh 
ARKANSAS, ; uy eae r 
Dobdyville, Pres. Ch., (Thank offering)......... 6 55 ais 
Maribrook, Pres. Ch., (Thank offering)........ 800 — a 
Richmond, Meth. Ep. Ch.........es.eeneeeseeee 18.00 on ey 
» CONNECTICUT. — age CSE 
Ansonia, Cong. Ch............. SR te i eg 
_ | Afidttington, Cong. Ch. ; é 
| New Canaan, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 


| Thomaston, Cong. Chie 


| African, Meth. Ep. Conference........ 


[May 


Brought forward....... ey ery eee tipecs $67 03 
Cash subscriptions through. ‘Agent MEPS 
Moiite VideopS. A... 0cessreeseslasmae~s cep 4 68 79 
Cash, Ni 'Y wine doin ossswmehatecgnievinaes bo cittiele vides {82 
Collections by Colporteurs : 4 
Thr ough Rey. W. R., Long, Dis’t Sup’t, W.. Va. 9 83 
« Wm. B. Rankin, ae Tex.. 83 00 
Diefendorf, Mrs. Benjamin I., Fort Plain, 
Nie Shou » daa eied tamu Seboiteas ee 60 00 
From a Friend, New York..........s.eceseeee 10 00 
From a Life Member, Boston, Mass,.........- 5 60 ’ 
Forman, Rey. Isaac, Bellville, Ill........ simi 50 00 
Fleischbacker, Rey. J. C., New York........- 10 00 
Hopkins, Fred. K., Catskill, N. Y......... a 5 00 
Kenney, 8. H., Faribault, Minn 100 
Lafferty, Mrs. C. H., Davidson College, N. C.. 2 00 
Meharry, Hugh, Paxton, Ill.... ........+.-0+++ 10 00 
McElheron, D., Westerville, Ohio.... ...... 5 00 
Otheman, Rey. Bartholomew, Duxbury, Mass. 5 00 
Spalding, Mrs. R. J., Hillsboro, Oregon....... 60 00 
Strong, Mrs. E. B., Woodbourne, N. Y..:...-- 30 00 
Smith, C. E., Farmington, Minn.............+- 2 00 
Viele, Rev. J. P., Sand Lake, N. Y..........+++ 5 00 
Voorhees, Mrs. Athaliah, Hamilton Square, : 
ONG Sil hl A eee arts. oye Reem geen tems tes som rt 30 00 
Woodroffe, Joseph, Beaver, Pa. , 5 00 . 
Winslow, John F., Poughkeepsie, N. Y........ 200 00 
Williams, Mrs. Jane L., South Haven, Mich.. arr 30 00 
Meth. Ep. Church Misdlowj Foochow, China, 
(balance of a grant for Bible distribution, 
not used and now returned)..........-.+0++++ 716 53 
American Board Commissioners For. Missions, ry 
Foochow, China (balance of a grant for Bible 
distribution, not used andmow returned).... 355 25 
2 - 1,833 25 
LEGACIES. 
Devoo, W.L., late of New YorE.....:....... se 87 50 - 
Eggleston, Chauncey, late of Portage Co., yp 
Onil0. 8.5 etek cn Seaway ae So deressccepaebese 500 00 
Hulburd, Mary J., late of Oberlin, Ohio....... 100 00 
Henry, Samuel, late of Medina, Co., Ohio...... 367 00_ 
Humphrey, Theophilus C., late of McLean Co., 3 
BR, sine Saee se RE ee see's 3 ote outs ro 1,000 00 
Miller, Mrs. Polly, late of Salisbury, Ct....... 10 OO. Lindi : 
Mead, Enos, late of Schuyler Co.,N.Y....-... 20000 | : 
Porter, Mrs. Harriet M., late of Rutland, Vt... 384 45 D 5 eee 
Richards, Nancy T., late of Plainfield, Mass.. 20000 =~ 3 
Robinson, Edwin F., late of Tolland Co., Ct... 3207 — * = 4 
Spaulding, Chandler A., late of Putnam, Ct... 313 99 ‘ppaans 
Townley, Jonathan, late of Union Co.,N.J... 500 00° ! ta ; 34 
Templeton, John, late of Boston, Mass........ io 98 49 -” 4082 18 i 


CONGREGATIONAL COLLECTIONS. Saleen ide 


North Coventry, Cong. Ch. 
Terryvilie, Cong. Ch....... 


So erry 


BAe e mene eee twee 


Taftville, Cong. ate hgk 7. rao ae a 


PPD RIEA oe cpp nytt wh, 
pgm 


Jacksonville, Bethel Baptist Ch. (colored)..... 
| Palatka, Pres. Ch, Rife GAS RENT apebilds yeetes tee - 


1878.] BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 79 
Brought forward.,........ Pearaend isc RT $696 8i 5,865 48 Bibles. Donations. 
Conference Meth. Ep. Chl... T5e2e. 302 06 Brought forward,...........+..6- $3,334 08 56713 8,828 87 
Junius, Pres. Ch. Sunday School..............- 15 00 Eaton County, Mich ve 23. 65 
Kingston, Reformed Church of the Comforter 2 62 First Welsh, Minn. ase oteiiicosg 21 46 44 04 
New York, Jane St. Meth. Ep. Ch.............. 12 50 Freedom Welsh, N. Y 9 %5 
¥ Duane Meth. Wp.Ch. .... 0... 15 00 Gibson County, Ind 4 50 
“ _East German ConferenceM.E.Ch. “64 18 Greene, N.Y........+. 25 48 
* Charles 8% U.P. Ch... ES 44 00 Gehéva, NW. FU aa 19 00 
Northern New York Conference M. E. Ch 479 35 Green County, Wi8....6..cceceeeeseee 140 00 
Olinvtile, Meth, Ep. Chics. cc cecccccdccsesas lees 5 00 Greene County, Ind %5 00 
Oxford, Associated Pres. Ch. 00 aes 26 83 Griggsville, Ill........- 187 50 
Schodack Landing, Reformed Ch........... .. 5 00 Giles County, Tenn, 0 15 
Spencerport, Cong. Ch........ 18 00 Henderson, N.C....... 12 27 
Sprout Brook, Meth. Ep. Ch $2 00 Houston County, Ga,. 10 00 
Troy, Conference Meth. Ep. Ch...........000. . 805 55 Iredell County, N.C 10 00 
York, United Pres. Ch......0.0scccc.cveeeesedes 15 00 Jackson and Gallia Welsh, Ohio..... 322 78 850 00 
Johnsonville and Vicinity, Ark, 
OHIO, | (Thank oOff@rinNg),. .0.0.rcreeveseecsere 5 80 
Savannah, Associate Reformed Ch..... posonitd 54 00 Johnson County, Iowa 170 87 
2,092 40 | Kendallville and Vicinity, Ind....... 90 40 
Kossuth County, Iowa........... ane 76 80 
RETURNS FOR BOOKS DONATED. Knoxyille, Tenn.........0... ee 50 00 
South Western Bible Society, La.............. 200 00 Lafayette County, Miss......... 07 50 73 
J. W. Farrar, Conwayboro, S. C.......... ‘ 45 Licking County Welsh, Ohlo.... . 180 00 
N.C. Brackett, Harper’s Ferry, W. Va........ 2 00 Long Tslands Wa Lats. ..pdvvcsce api 22 "I5: 
American Missionary Association, New York 7 00 Lewis County, N.Y..... ies ine, « pif 5 50 09 
Eliza Haviland, Glen’s Falls, N. Y............ é 5 27 Le Sueur County, Minn........ 52 05 
Rey. H. P. Quist, St. James, Minn.............. 14 50 Mercer County, N. J.........000% te 50 00 
Nashville Baptist Institute, Tenn.......... beard 100 Mitchell County, Ga........ dee ¥ 7 08 
Rev. T. J. Stewart, Mexico... ........00+ save 4 22 45 Macon County, Ga.........s005 * 5 00 
John Collins, French Camp, Miss.............. 10 00 Monongalia County, W. Va.. ws 64 70 
From sales of books donated for colportage work :— Marion, LoOWa....csicsicerss caienes a 61 36 
poreugh Rey. J. L. Lyons, Dist. Sup’t, Fla.... 20 80 Marshall County, Iowa..............+ 55 63 
“« “W.R. Long, ma W.Va. 110 12 Monroe County, N. Y........escceeees 69 00 
s * W.B. Rankin,“ Tex.... 462 65 Marion County, low@...........c0eee8 92 30 
= * John Hinton, id Minn.. 10 00 Mower County, Minn........... aSesthtos 7 88 
_—_— 870 54 | Montgomery County, Il.......... dee 29 55 
Montgomery County, Ind 27 00 
REMITTANCES FROM AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETIES. Macon County, Ill............... 135 60 
Bibles. Donations. New Brunswick Young Men’s, N. 5 we % 00 
Ashland County, Ohio................ 254 13 New York Female, N. Y...........+++ 100 7% = =©100 00 
Alton and Vicinity, Ml... -. 10000 New Castle Female, Del.............- 30 00 
. Alachua County, Fla...... - 83 40 Newberry County, 8. C...... ae 31 00 
; Albany and Vicinity, Ga = 13 90 Nassau County, Fla............ ti 14 15 
q Alabama of Montgomery, Ala........ 175 00 Newton County, Ga............ 49 05 
; : Anderson County, S. C.............- e 39 28 Newport Female, R.1......... 2101 * 2900 
E Adams County, Iowa.... ate e 25 00 Oktibbeha County, Miss..... a __ ---420 00 
; BOTs OE i Se ee 88 29 Oberlin, Ohl6... ...02.scas «we ; 63 51 , 
‘ Boston Female, Mass................ 300 00 OLCZOD...... ese sreeeeeereereceeeceeeee 133 47 
Bureau County, Ill..............225-.- 22068 1000 — Otsego County, N. Y.....-.....ss000-- 25 00 
Blaen y Dyfiryn Welsh, Wis.......... 15 80 ee vi Olmsted County, Minn..............-. 29 00 
Bentonsport and anh lowa.. Sei 10 65 Princeton Theolog’! Seminary, N. J. 22 8D . 
Boone County, Ill............2.-..000+ Pennsylvania........sccscessereeeeqeee 281811 60 00 
Peoria County, Ill............... a 3 82 76 10 00 
‘Page County, Iowa............. fe 20 00 
Berrien County, Mich...... Pickaway County, Ohio..... 149 58 
Bowden, Ga............ 19 % Pulaski County, Ill.......... 5 00 
Brooke County, W.Va...... BOING 40 49 | Romb; Gaiaciuccteccicetegs tenes 40 00 
Berkshire County, Mass.............. 300 00 Randolph County, Ga....... 9 20 
Bremer County, Bowel ...ov. ieee Rogersville, Tenn.............005 35 22 
Reno County, Ks...... search 18 20 
LPR Eo. Rock Island County, Il. 50 00 — 
wipieiers St. Joseph County, Ind.. ” 59 18 
| Salisbury, Ct......... r 839% t- 
| Social Circle, Ga..... ai 9 lea 
Salem, Miss:............+- 85 00 — 
Suwannee County, Fla. 10:00 | . 
Sumter County, Ga......... 965 . 
Switzerland County, Ind.... ~ 92°46 
| Sangamon County, Ill...... 150 00 ; 
| Salem Bible Associa © Crvevens 999 
Sumter County, 8. C........ seveesnene 675 


the ae “PT 
. Fees ats-17 " 
Jseweseone am 


+ Paget ee he cer gt 
tH ed P | 
ia aaa _ a! 


: “) aides | Ulster County, ONG Mine 
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Stanley County, N.C... 
Simpson County, Ky... 
| San Antonio, Texas.. 
| Sibley County, Minn. 
| Scott County, Minn.. 
Torrington, Ct... 
Tioga County, N. Y...: 
| Union County, Nid ocs's 


eS see 


| Virginia. 
| Waterville Welsh, N. Y. 
Wayne County, N. Y... 
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80 BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 
Bibles. Donations. 
Brought forward.........d+s00 de» $9,786 40 2,506 48 8,828 37 
Wake County, Ni C.....ccccccvewes ture 50 00 
Winnebago County, Ill.............6- 70 00 
Wayne County, Ohi0.........e see ences 100 00 
Washtenaw County, Mich............ 52 50 
Westchester County, N. Y........... 4 50 
Weyauwega, Wis U 41 
Westfield, OW Sis... des sss csaviee sevice 85 13 
Wayne Coutity, NOG... ...cceseuinans 10 05 
Walker County, Texas.........s.s0008 89 87 
Wayne County, Mich.......esceseueess 62 85 
Washington City, D. C......c.iisecene 805 12 
Wheeling and Ohio County, W. Va.. 50 00 
Washhington County, Minn.......... 8 50 
Whiteside County, Ill................ 128 34 
Washington County, Ind............. 18 60 


$11,328 77 2,506 48 —13,835 25 


FROM OTHER SOURCES. 
FOR BIBLES, 


Bible Committee, Welborn, Fla................ 1% 

as we Utah Co., Utah...,......... 22 00 

“a iy WaureganOtivcwiaieve sees 20 00 

* bs Cottonwood, Co., Minn.... 4 95 

ee ad BYIBVOL TRL cee eee 20 00 

American and Foreign Bible Society, N. Y... 34 50 

Reyv..in Be Golick, Jankn: 5. cctetesereesk vend 913-00 

“- ‘A. L, Blackford Biwi cc) Ge eceeiiak ane 1,058 28 

As oMi. MAO Bi wA: 5 Semen cteeee iene te seaces ve 846 98 
—— 29208 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
AMVCPOSE ate nuiace sk Spmemntoamiciee rte ers 6 vcs cae 69 28 
Sale of waste material from Bindery and 

PMating sOM CC nasetapeiesavettone cee ss 0a coomras 92 86 
ERGMUST A sete Koen tee eee: « teep een e "29 99 
Sales at City Depository............ccccccceeec'e 1,629 62 
FRECOLG: 62 ich ceterdvaitea tierce 5 40 
BURAEIEE: JF, csck wsaepnminge ssc cseaucksoatewenee ns 10 26 
$28,121 81 


SS SS 


SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS FROM EACH STATE, ETO,, 
DURING APRIL, 1878. 
Bibles. Gratuitous. Legacies. Total. 


ATGDBIMNG ode cwcewacccews PLB OO ene eee ae es 175 00 
ATERNSSS 5. 60. civenecaceee 23 50 BS Oh seep 56 85 
Connecticut... “e 545 78 209 60 644 74 1,400 07 
MV CIA REC ss sc einen ce i ale Meeks B00 Le eee 30 00 
District of Columbia.... CO a ear eset: eee eee 805 12 
Wloridaiw.cs, secsvoas 119 61 LADD ns ee AE 168 81 
GOO ga 2.0505 <Sameeeacies pC do le ter he arid ee 190 82 
CUEROIG 1.1 signee ene sees 1,784 93 113 00 1,000 00 2,897 93 
Undlana, cccvedawanenae 283 46 TORGae rs er oes 810 09 
Iowa....... TESCO ee aiet een, see "14 66 
Kansas ....... CDW dale Se staat nao 5 13 20 
Kentucky LOGLOE este eee emer 106 67 
Howisianas:.. ciseegeee | | stele 201001 I eds 200 00 
MAING 5 .daeh seu viri kee: OG: DE"  esiaiegan Ta tee 96 92 
Massachusetts .......... 800 00 487 00 298 49 1,035 49 
Michiganie coc sccescees 239 00 BODO" <i recs 269 00 
IMINnesota ss i tvcsccscses 279 44 EN Menieiear, icry Fo 350 98 
Mississippi... ba 85 07 BSONND 11 Fras 215 80 
Missouri..... vs cok, ae 00 sare Aen 25 50 
New Jersey... ....1060- 50 00 198 70 500 °00_ "48 "70 
ING@W. YONE you ciwisview corns 2,812 21 8,171 45 287 50 5,771 16 
North Carolina,...... URS Hope P= ae) ek eee 188 56 
LG was osinotstpaneterg.sd 913 47 1,298 18 967 00 8,178 60 
OPEZON) «s:.:. sicueloee eae A 188 47 GO UOT aes cee rmapegeig swe ld 
Pennsylvania CSO eres ete LL 
Rhode Island 29 00 , ; 70 O1 
South Carolina,......... 177 03 CT See Ng et ee 181 
Tennessee............ nae 155 87 1 00 wines 156 
128 66 BECO oats cry 669 
22 00 rg ads 22 
MA ssle ln Pens 834 45 
Pr eMC | 
15519 121 95 = 277 
262 96 5 00 3 267 
Ching: 1. gpereps dss whee caescter SLOCL. RS jc owargannnl 1pOTL, 
TBDAD ss 62s ger evn ese eden ay 918.00. avin 9 wisrenke,-ammeel13) 
MGRICOs, « idspasty ss vncrees ayes 22 45 seyfcgar oot caieetee 
South America.......... 1,905 26 68 79 ts gy Lt 
: : $15,977 43 8,11220 4,082 18 $28,121 81 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


WILLIAM H. AGUENS LL.D... . 2.00008 se. President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D. Correspondi 
REV. ALEXANDER McLEAN, D.D. pb le to 
REV. ALBERT S. HUNT, D.D...... 

ANDREW L. TAYLOR............ Assistant Treasurer. 
CALEB T. ROWE: ...4.i0 563 Foe lester) a General Agent. 


‘ 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in 
the United States, and requests for grants of books for 
distribution in our own country, should be addressed 
to “The Rey. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, Secretary, Bible 
House, Astor Place, New York.” 


Letters relating to the work of the Society in foreign 
lands, and requests for books for circulation abroad, and 
communications for the Bible Society Record, should be 
addressed to “The Rey. EDWARD W. GILMAN, Secretary, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 


Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to ac- 
counts, fiscal reports, life memberships, and Legacies, 
should be addressed to “Mr. ANDREW L. TAYLOR, Assist- 
ant Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 


Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society 
Record, ete., and letters in reference to the transmission 
of the same, should be addressed to “Mr. CALEB T. 
Rowe, General Agent, Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York.”’ 


The Board of Managers beg leave to state that it is 
very desirable that orders for books should be accom- 
panied with payment, it being understood that the moneys 
are usually collected by societies previous to their 
purchasing books. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to 
forward their annual reports to the Parent Society 
promptly. Blank forms will be furnished for this pur- 
pose on application. 


Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the 
event should be given immedia Hy to the Parent Society, 
so that it may be recognized. The names of its officers 
and their post-office addresses should also be given. 


No society can be considered as haying become auxili- 
ary, until it shall have officially communicated to the 
Parent Society that its sole object is to promote the circula- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment; and 
that tt will place its surplus revenue, after supplying its 
own district with the Scriptures, at the disposal of. the 
American Bible Society, as long as it shall remain thus 
connected with it. ” 


DONATIONS. ~ 


The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes 
the subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The in- 
crease of the subscription to one hundred and fif 
dollars, or the contribution of that amount in one pay- 
ment, constitutes the subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, 
formed in New York in the ‘ee eighteen hundred and 
ap 


sixteen, the sum of-——_—_. plied to the charita- 
ble uses and purposes of said ety. a 
BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. pees 


The 
for 1878. 
United $ 


money §) 


Every e 
[Brier 


